The line bisection task is widely used in the study of neglect. Some years ago, McIntosh, Schindler, Birchall, & Milner (2005) proposed a radical reframing of this ubiquitous task.
Introduction
Patients with left visual neglect typically make rightward errors when asked to bisect a horizontal line. On the assumption that the patients transect at their subjective midpoint, these errors may be taken to imply an asymmetrical perception of horizontal extent. This simple diagnostic task is readily adapted for experimental purposes. One illuminating manipulation is the cueing technique, in which symbols are placed at one or both ends of the line to be bisected (Heilman & Valenstein, 1979) . Riddoch and Humphreys (1983) found that left-end cues had little influence on patients with left neglect, unless they were required to report them, in which case their rightward errors were markedly reduced. This led the authors to their highly influential conclusion that neglect results from a failure of automatic orienting of attention, with the capacity for conscious orienting relatively preserved. Lack of automatic attention to the left end of the line would entail that a leftward portion is perceived as truncated or compressed, leading to rightward errors. Forced report of left cues would rebalance attentional distribution across the line. Riddoch & Humphreys' (1983) theoretical inference was sound; but on the other hand there are persistent concerns around the assumption that directional bisection error
